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Attention-Getters: 40 Who Shaped 2010

No other city in the world offers the mix of politics, business, arts, philanthropy, sports, think tanks, universities,
and culture that Washington does. Here are 40 Washingtonians who helped make this an interesting year.

Robert Allbritton. The pub-
lisher of Politico hopes to
have another big success with
TBD.com, his local-news
start-up, and he poses a grow-
ing threat to the local domi-
nance of the Washington Post.

Thad Allen. The Coast Guard
commandant became the gov-
ernment’s point man on the BP
Deepwater Horizon oil-spill
disaster, a post he kept even
after retiring from service.

Christiane Amanpour. Can
the new host of ABC’s Sunday
talk show, This Week, get view-

ers interested in foreign affairs
and win over the network’s
skeptical Washington bureau?

Gilbert Arenas. It’s possi-
ble no local athlete has ever
squandered as much good-
will so quickly. Once the
centerpiece of the Wizards,
Agent Zero—after a year

of gun charges and a faked
injury—has been replaced as
fan favorite by John Wall.

Derek Brown. One of the
country’s new generation of
innovative bartenders, Brown
is helping lead a revolution

in cocktail-making from the
intimate Columbia Room.
(See review on page 132.)

Scott Brown. The surprise

replacement for Ted Kennedy
as senator from Massachusetts
heralded a year of GOP gains,

though he also quickly proved

himself'an astute politician.

David Catania. The DC Coun-
cil member was the force
behind the District’s move

to legalize gay marriage.

Ron Charles. The Washing-
ton Post’sfiction critic has started

a series of quirky and funny
video book reviews unlike
anything clse in his field.

Nancy-Ann DeParle. The
Obama administration’s
point person on health-care
reform helped usher through
this year’s sweeping legis-
lation. But now comes the
hard part: implementing it.

Joe Englert. The night-

life powerhouse who helped
remake DC’s H Street,
‘Northeast, found himself

in the midst of one of the
year’s strangest news stories:
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Robert
Allbritton

lobbyist | had a better year
than almost anyone else in
town, staying busy with clients
such as General Dynamics, BP,
and financial companies wor-
ried about new regulations.

Michelle Rhee. The controver-
sial DC schools chief said she’d
put kids first and was a tor-

nado through the city’s schools.

Whether she was on the right
path is still unclear. (See page
27 for an interview with Rhee.)

Alice Rivlin. The Brook-

ings urban-policy expert, who
helped rescue DC from bank-
ruptcy in the 1990s, is helping
lead a panel that aims to tackle
the spiraling federal budget.

Alec Ross. The leader of the
State Department’s “21st-
century statecraft” initiative
is moving the Foreign Ser-
vice into the social-media age.

David Rubenstein. After con-
quering the business world,

Alice
Rivlin

the new head of the Ken-
nedy Center board is becom-
ing one of the region’s top
philanthropists.

Paul Ryan. If the GOP is
to capitalize on its electoral
success, it needs to prove it
can lead. A good place to
start is this thoughtful Wis-
consin congressman’s bal-
anced-budget proposals.

Richard Sarles. Washing-
tonians of all stripes rely
daily on Metro, but coming
off the worst year in its his-
tory, the aging transit
system is relying on Sarles,
its interim general man-
ager, to boost revenue and
rebuild the infrastructure.

Mikhail Semenko. The Cold
War may be decades behind
us, but the arrest of this Rus-
sian spy, who was living in
Arlington, shows that espio-
nage drama is a constant

in Washington.

Tony
Podesta

Sonal Shah. The former
Google executive, now direc-
tor of the new White House
Office of Social Innovation
and Civic Participation, is

an exciting and talented
addition to Washington

and the administration.

Mike Shanahan. After suc-
cessful years in Denver, the
new Redskins coach is finding
FedEx Field a very tough
challenge.

Sinclair Skinner. Adrian Fen-
ty’s frat brother was one of
the biggest beneficiaries of
his fellow Howard Univer-
sity alum’s tenure leading
DC’s government—though
the impression that crony-
ism was rampant under Fenty
also helped cost the mayor
another term in office.

Molly Smith. The longtime
artistic director of Arena Stage
finally has a new theater space
worthy of her ambition.

David
Rubenstein

Stephen Strasburg. For a brief
moment this summer, Stras-
burg reminded Washington
what it was like to be a base-
ball town. Although he’s likely
off the field for a year, the Nats
hope his magic will return.

Virginia Thomas. The wife of
Supreme Court justice Clar-
ence Thomas has become
aleader of the Tea Party
movement—and she left the
year’s most interesting voice-
mail on Anita Hill’s phone.

Elizabeth Warren. With Amer-
icans still furious over Wall
Street bailouts, this contro-
versial consumer activist finds
herself with the challenge of
reining in the big banks and
credit-card companies.

Jeff Zients. The onetime
local business executive, now
“chief performance officer”
tor the US government, is
ona quest to prove that his
job title isn’t an oxymoron.

—
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Husain
Haqgani

Employees of one of his bars,
DC9, were accused of beat-
ing a man to death. Charges
were later dropped because
of insufficient evidence.

Lynda Erkiletian. The model-
ing-agency head turned real-
ity-TV star was outpsoken
about her Real Housewives

of D.C. costars—and liti-
gious toward her own critics.

Danielle Evans. The Ameri-
can University professor
published one of the year’s
best short-story collections,
Before You Suffocate Your
Own Fool Self.

Robert Gates. As the powerful
Defense Secretary enters what’s
likely to be his final year in
office, he’s trying to reshape the
military from top to bottom.

Newt Gingrich. Sixteen years
after a GOP wave swept

him into the House speak-
er’s chair, the conservative

pundit/author/Twitter
aficionado looks more power-
ful than ever.

Vince Gray. The DC Coun-

cil chairman unseated wunder-
kind mayor Adrian Fenty in a
race that split the District. Now
Gray has to unite the city and
continue DC’s recent progress.

Husain Haqqani. The char-
ismatic Pakistani ambassa-
dor is a major player in one of
Washington’s most important
international relationships.

Sidney Harman. The 92-year-
old audio magnate decided to
take on a new project, buying
Newsweek for $1. The big
question: Did he overpay?

Christopher Hitchens. The
roguish raconteur didn’t intend
for his memoir, Hitch-22, to be
a closing chapter in his career,
but his book tour was inter-
rupted by a diagnosis of ter-
minal esophageal cancer. His

candid writings since have
been among the most poi-
gnant cancer tales ever.

Elena Kagan. The one-

time Harvard Law dean
now, at age 50, has a lifetime
Supreme Court appointment
and might shape that body
for a generation. She’s also
making friends—attending
the opera with Ruth Bader
Ginsburg and going shoot-
ing with Antonin Scalia.

Ezra Klein. The economic-pol-
icy blogger for the Washing-
ton Postwas the paper’s biggest
rising star, much to the chagrin
of his colleagues who don’t get
to mix reporting and opinion.

Brooks Laich. The Capi-
tals’ rising star scored the
only goal of the team’s game
7 playoftloss this year—then
stopped to change a wom-
an’s flat tire on the Roosevelt
Bridge on his way home. No
wonder he’s a fan favorite.

Nancy Ann
DeParle

Ted Leonsis. With his pur-
chase of the late Abe Pol-

lin’s Verizon Center empire,
the tech wizard firmly estab-
lished himself as a sports mag:
nate—and has a lofty set of
goals for the coming years.

The Manzari brothers. Chort
ographer/actor Maurice Hing
cast the tap-dancing brothers-
John, 17, and Leo, 15, stu-
dents at DC’s Field School—i
Arena Stage’s production of
Duke Ellington’s Sophisticated
Ladies at the Lincoln The-
atre. Now they’re set to be parl
of the Kennedy Center’s cel-
ebration of the 50th anniver-
sary of JFK’s inauguration.

Tim O’Shaughnessy. The
LivingSocial CEO has built
Washington’s most inter-
esting tech start-up. (For
more on him, see page 42.)

Tony Podesta. In a year when
most Democrats didn’t have
much to celebrate, the super-
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